School of Education

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences: University of Strathclyde
** Modules on offer in session 2014- 15 **

The following modules are those which will be on offer to international students on the undergraduate Education and Primary Education programmes in session 2014-15.  This list will be amended/ added to as each year of the new BA degree programme comes into effect.
	Module
	Year of study
	
	Module information

	
	
	
	

	Understanding Education in the 21st Century
	First year class

(Scottish Curriculum and Qualifications Framework level 7: 20 credits)
	Semester one only
	This module introduces students to a large and rich seam of disciplinary knowledge. It is an introductory class of potential interest to all who want to understand more about Education and who appreciate that there is an intrinsic, rather than just instrumental, value in being an educated person. 

This module aims to introduce the study of Education, outline the major theoretical arguments from a range of disciplinary perspectives and encourage class participants to engage in deeper exploration of the topic.  

	Placement and Curriculum
	First year class

(SCQF L7: 20 credits)
	** Runs over the course of both semester one and two
	This module aims to provide students with the opportunity to consider the informal curriculum with which children engage outside the mainstream classroom and to consider how and when children learn within their own communities.  It also aims to encourage students to consider health and wellbeing as a holistic theme that is central to all aspects of a child's life. 

Students on this module undertake a 70 hour placement in a setting of their choice with children 0-14 years.



	Learners and Learning
	Second year class

(SCQF L8: 20 credits)
	Semester one only
	Learning starts before birth and is continuous as learners develop and experience the world. But learning is also in context and different contextual influences impact on learners, learning processes, and learning outcomes.  In any educational setting, it is essential that fundamental human learning processes are understood and supported and that learners can grow in conceptual understanding and experience emotional wellbeing. 

This module will examine the processes involved in human learning, individual learners’ needs, and contextual influences upon learners and learning.  

	Informal Education
	Second year class

(SCQF L8: 20 credits)
	Semester two only
	Informal Education describes a range of approaches which are not driven by curriculum but instead demand that the educator makes use of conversation and dialogue to initiate and develop learning. Curricula are therefore driven by participants .

These approaches have been widely used by youth workers and adult educators but they are not limited to any particular professional grouping. The driving force behind such approaches is a commitment to a set of values and priniciples which promote empowerment, tackle inequality and foster democracy in education and in life.   'Informal' does not imply a lack of purposefulness but rather refers to the absence of any formal predetemined packaging of outcomes by the educator. The informal educator therefore requires good communication and interpersonal skills, knowledge and understanding of theories of learning, teaching and facilitation as well as philosophical and political commintments to 'social purpose' education.



	Children's Language, Literature and Literacy in the Early Years of School


	Second year class

(SCQF L8: 20 credits)
	** Runs over the course of both semester one and two
	In this module, students will examine not just what young children need to learn, but how to ensure that the curriculum meets the experiences and needs of all children. They will consider how research and policy initiatives focus attention on the social, emotional and cultural aspects of becoming literate and on the importance of teachers being responsive to each child‘s starting points and contexts for learning. 

This module introduces students to techniques for observing and interpreting children‘s language and literacy behaviours and shows them how to analyse and prioritise learning needs to provide sound, research-informed teaching in the early years.   It also encourages students to reflect on how their declarative, procedural and conditional knowledge impacts on their developing understanding of the curriculum and policy frameworks and on their broader understandings of how young children learn and how teachers can contextualise learning.  

The associated school placement has a focus on analysing pupil learning and the students’ own learning.



	Mathematics in the Primary School


	Second year class

(SCQF L8: 20 credits)
	**Runs over the course of both semester one and two
	This module will provide opportunities for students to consider how children learn about numeracy and mathematics as well as helping students to develop their own understanding of key processes. Students will explore a variety of approaches to teaching and learning in numeracy and mathematics, and consider the implications of these approaches for classroom practice. 

Students will use their school placement experience as a context through which to further develop their knowledge and skills, and to consolidate their understanding of curriculum content and teaching methodologies in numeracy and mathematics in the primary school.  They will have the opportunity to bring ideas and experiences from placement back into the university classroom for discussion and further exploration.



	Educational Values, Thinking and Inquiry


	Year three class

(SCQF L9: 20 credits)
	** Runs over the course of both semester one and two
	This module explores both student values and the values evident in educational policy and practice today.  Students will learn about key thinkers that have influenced the way we think about children and education more generally.  The focus of this module is philosophy of education.  



	Progression in Mathematics: Theory and Practice


	Year three class

(SCQF L9: 20 credits)
	Semester one and two 

(but can be taken as a complete class within semester two by international students)
	This module aims to develop students’ understanding of the mathematical concepts required for teaching in the primary school. Students are encouraged to further develop their own mathematical skills above and beyond the curriculum required for primary and will have opportunities during tutorials to demonstrate a variety of pedagogical methodologies employed in teaching mathematics to the required level.

This module covers the following topics: developing contexts for learning in the early years; history of mathematics; algebra; information and data handling; measure; fractions, ratio and percentages; angles, co-ordinates, symmetry and tessellations; children’s errors in mathematics.



	Developing the Integrated Curriculum


	Year three class

(SCQF L9: 20 credits)


	Semester two only
	An integrated curriculum is one that goes beyond the boundaries imposed by traditional subject groupings.   In this module students will be expected to examine and analyse the pedagogical principles and organisational considerations of integrating aspects of the primary school curriculum.  Cross-curricular topics and themes such as Global Citizenship, Sustainable Development Education, Storyline Approaches and Enterprise Education will be used to help students consider the integration of curricular subjects.



	Cross-curricular options
	Year three class

(SCQF L9: 20 credits)
	See option module catalogue for details



	Pedagogy and Placement Learning 3a
	Year three class

(SCQF L9: 20 credits)
	Semester one only
	This module introduces students to contexts, concerns and practices in early years education (children 3 – 5 years).  It encourges students to consider the processes of collaborative working across disciplines when supporting children in an early years setting.  Students will learn how to develop active learning opportunities and to scaffold approaches to promote learning.                        

Students will undertake a four week placement and will use responsive planning in their interactions with young children.

	Developing Inclusive Practice in Numeracy and Literacy
	Year four class

(SCQF L10: 20 credits)
	Semester one only
	This module allows students to explore the research on inclusive teaching and learning pedagogies in literacy and numeracy.  The lectures focus on both literacy and numeracy but students choose whether to attend tutorials that discuss one of these subjects.  Lectures provide academic insights but also highlight how parents and pupils experience inclusion.



	Contemporary Issues in Scottish Education
	Year four class

(SCQF L10: 20 credits)
	Semester one only
	This module begins by considering practitioner research.  Students have the opportunity to hear about the work of practitioners researching their own practice and to discuss the implications for their own research projects.

The second part of the module addresses contemporary issues within education.  Each year the topics for this module change to reflect current events, initiatives and policies in education.  Students are expected to be able to critique through discussion and written work research and policy related to the emerging topics.



	Cross-curricular options
	Year four class

(SCQF L10: 20 credits)


	Semester one only
	See option module catalogue for details.



	Dissertations

Students considering undertaking a dissertation during their stay in Scotland should contact their Course Leader directly.  The Course Leader can negotiate dissertation requirements with the School of Education at the University of Strathclyde.



	

	** School placements for international students


	Available across years 2-4

(SCQF level dependent on year of study: 20 credits)


	Specifically for Chinese students, a placement module will be available to provide opportunities to teach Mandarin in primary schools and to compare/ contrast aspects of both the Scottish/ Chinese school systems.  Students will also be able to observe teaching and learning in curricular areas relevant to their own specific subject.

If this does not suit, alternative models can be arranged but would be organised separately to meet the needs of the particular partner university.  In session 2014-15, block placements will be offered at these points:

Year 2: second semester (6 weeks)

Year 3: first semester – nursery (4 weeks), second semester – primary schools (6 weeks)

Year 4: second semester – primary schools (10 weeks)
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