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People, Place and Environment / Outdoor Learning

Timetable:
Semester 1:
Friday mornings:

Weeks 10, 11, 13,




Monday mornings:

Weeks 14, 15, 16





Wednesday Mornings:
Weeks 14 and 15
You may, or may not, already have expertise in People, Place and Environment or one of the Social Subjects but neither of these is requirement of this option. This option aims to develop your understanding of the particular perspectives, approaches, knowledge and methodologies of People, Place and Environment and of the opportunities this subject provides to support outdoor learning and interdisciplinary learning. You will gain insight into the contribution the subject makes in the Social Studies area and where learning can be enhanced through links to people in time and society within Curriculum for Excellence. You will develop ideas to be used in the primary classroom, in the outdoors and in a cross-curricular way. Outdoor learning is now expected from all teachers and this option presents the opportunity to engage in geographical fieldwork. Two of the sessions will take place in the outdoors where you will develop your skills in creating outdoor learning opportunities while considering the risks these may present.  
On completion of this module, you will:
· extend your understanding of the perspectives and central concepts of PPE;
· develop understanding of the concepts and strategies for managing outdoor learning in relation to curricular demands;
· analyse how PPE can enhance the development of enquiry based learning;

· analyse how children can learn about the environment through generating their own evidence;

· illustrate and evaluate the effects of people’s interaction with their environment;

· explore how sustainable approaches to the environment affect us all;

· construct and justify a programme in PPE and outdoor learning within Curriculum for excellence in the context of primary;

· recognise the broader elements of PPE which facilitate interdisciplinary learning, cross curricular learning and engage with citizenship and sustainable development.

Assessment:
The assignment for this option is in two parts.

1. 25% of the individual mark for this option will come from a group presentation. You will create a program of activities that blend PPE with outdoor learning. The presentation will provide a rationale and examples of activities that will take place.
2. 75% of the individual mark will come from a 3,000 word reflective assignment.  Here you will explore the theory behind effective pedagogy in PPE and outdoor learning.  The submission will include a justification of the strategy selected to manage learning and explore how this helps to develop essential skills. You will submit examples of your resources and provide evidence of critical reading of relevant literature to support your approaches. 

Tutor:
Clare McAlister:  clare.mcalister@strath.ac.uk
Primary Physical Education

Timetable:
Semester 1:
Tuesday afternoons: Periods 5, 6, 7 and 8.

Module content provides depth to students’ pedagogical understanding in physical education, its place within the Scottish primary school curriculum framework and the subject’s relationship with physical activity and sport within the primary school context.

The principal method of delivery for this module will be lecture and discussion followed by practical exemplification of the topic allowing for theory to relate to good practice in physical education teaching. Students will also be given opportunities to develop professional skills through peer based episodes of micro-teaching. There will be significant opportunities for students to work in groups and independently on formative module tasks that will provide the foundations for both summative assessments. 

Additionally, the opportunity to share professional practice with a small number of national governing bodies from Scottish sport will facilitate among students an awareness and understanding of other key professionals who work both in and beyond the educational context of the primary school.

In support of these approaches to learning and teaching will be a clear link to the “Physical Activity for Health” research theme. 

The practical sessions used for exemplification purposes will cover a range of activities normally found in primary schools’ physical education programmes. Participation in these is mandatory and some adaptation will occur to meet student needs. All notes/slides for this module will be made available on My Place for students to access.

On completion of the module, you will be able to:

· Explain the advantages and disadvantages of a wide range of physical education teaching methodologies for effective learning in primary physical education;
· Differentiate the complex and close relationship that primary physical education shares with sport and physical activity;
· Critically evaluate the impact of existing and emerging curricular frameworks on teaching and learning within primary physical education;
· Reflect on your personal development of key skills during the module and on the links between their studies and classroom practice.

Assessment:

Summative assessment will take the form of two pieces of written work.

Tutor:
Stuart Forsyth:  stuart.forsyth@strath.ac.uk
Exploring Belief and Culture

Timetable:
Semester 1:
Wednesdays:  09.00 a.m. – 12.00 noon; Weeks:  9 – 16

This module has been designed as a complement to the existing B.Ed.1, 2 and 3 mandatory integrated modules in which RME makes a significant contribution.  

In the case of RME, many beliefs, both religious and non-religious promote respect for people and planet. These cross-cutting themes can be explored at a deeper level if the different pathways are brought together using a structured approach. Other curricular areas will be introduced to promote a meaningful approach for teachers and pupils. 

Students will consider new integrated approaches to teaching and learning such as cooperative and collaborative learning, and use them to develop their own resources/methodologies using essential desktop publishing, course-writing skills, artistic skills, story-telling techniques, in addition to a number of other creative skills.  A number of cross-cutting themes such Global Citizenship, Sustainability and Holocaust Education will also be explored with the assistance of guest speakers from outside agencies, a practical workshop at the Museum of Religious Life and Art, in addition to some micro-teaching with a group of primary pupils.

On successful completion of this module, students will be expected to:

· explain the place of Religious and Moral Education and its pedagogies within and across the broader ‘primary’ curricular framework;

· demonstrate a broad knowledge of subject content and apply it on a practical level to the context of pupils’ learning in exploring beliefs, values and issues, practices and traditions;

· examine the potential of cross-curricular or interdisciplinary approaches to teaching and learning, through the use of cross-cutting themes such as Literacy, Numeracy, Health and Wellbeing, and Global Citizenship Education;

· engage with current research relevant to teaching and learning in Religious and Moral Education;

· select, adapt and create appropriate resources in order to stimulate and challenge pupils’ learning;

Assessment
Assessment will consist of a formal assignment in which students will create a substantial resource for primary school teachers relating to the some of the stories from the various faiths, beliefs and cultures explored throughout the module.

Tutor:
Ian Ennis: ian.ennis@strath.ac.uk
An Arts Infused Curriculum 

Timetable:
Semester 1: Wednesdays: 2nd October – 20th November, 2013.

The Scottish Education Department CFE guidelines encourage the development of a professional language, which is needed to promote effective teaching and learning in Art and Design Education. The module aims to address the principles and concepts related to this language by encouraging students to apply them in the creation of a sequence of lessons that will challenge and develop problem solving, self- expression and creativity in pupils. Students will analyse the delivery of lessons, responses and outcomes in a controlled piece of research that forms the basis of this module and its assessment. 
This module extends the learning from the core B Ed Expressive Arts programme from years 2 and 3. It also complements the learning from years 1, 2 and 3 on the Community Arts Degree.
Technology develops with accelerating speed, as do the cognitive processing abilities of the Internet generation. At the first world congress for Arts Education in 2006 in Lisbon, educators, government representatives and scientists emphasised the importance of teaching arts in bringing up new generations. It was concluded that arts education is an essentials component of holistic learning because it enhances self-esteem, a sense of identity, unity and diversity, improves the ability to handle changes in a dynamic society, enables the appreciation of heritage and the creation of future heritage, design and production.  Creativity and imagination increases individuals’ potential to survive, be more productive and inventive in work and in life in general. Art education helps to develop and maintain a healthy balance between cognitive and emotional, encourages freedom of expression, improves linguistic skills and stimulates social responsibility and spiritual growth.

The module is designed to embrace and acknowledge both the findings of UNESCO and to meet the expectations of the expressive arts curriculum within CFE. It is also designed to enhance subject specialist knowledge that a student may bring to the module out with the arts, enabling them to extend understanding of creative approaches within their teaching. 

This course is intended to help students teach art and design with greater insight, skill and understanding. Students will spend the first 8 hours gaining confidence in handling media and devising appropriate and challenging lessons for each stage of the primary. Students will also be developing further their own drawing and designing skills. Students will then engage in a visual art programme, testing methodologies to promote an understanding of the visual elements, visual concepts as well as being able provide detail on the appropriateness of materials and technical processes.  The purpose of this is to enable pupils to make use of this knowledge both visually and verbally in practical and critical work. 
On completion of the module students should:

· be perceptive and responsive in their observations of children’s art;

· be able to teach pupils to be critical and analytical of their own and of others works of art, and to help these pupils apply their findings to their own work;

· be able to develop strategies and methodologies that will help pupils analyse, understand, and be creative in communicating ideas and feelings and in solving visual problems;

· be able to scaffold the planning and ideas presented by pupils to enable personal control and direction of their own creativity;

· be able to investigate appropriate CDs, Websites etc. for use in supporting the art   education  of primary school pupils;

· have developed personal analytical observational drawing skills, and adopt proficiently the language of art and design in teaching.
Assessment:

EITHER 

Literature review

The student is required to select and provide a critical analysis of two recent pieces of public output relating to the subject matter of the Option class. The output may be in either printed or electronic form. The student should compare and contrast the relationship between the issues and current classroom practice.

The critical analysis should involve locating the articles in context of current research, policy and/or practice. Arguments should be justified by appropriate references and may be illustrated by evidence from placement.

Or

Case Study

The student should provide a case study based on classroom practice or observation relating to the subject matter of the option.  The case study may be examples of a sequence of related lessons, observation of child development or discussion of school policy. The student should then provide a critical reflection of the case study justified by appropriate references and illustrated by placement material.

In both cases, the maximum word length of the assignment is 4,000 words.

Bibliography:
Edwards, B. (1979) 

Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain. London: Fontana
Edwards, B (1986)

Drawing on the artist within.  Simon & Schuster
Eisner, E. (1972)            
Educating Artistic Vision. McMillan.

Eisner, E.  (2002)
 
The Arts and Creation of mind.  R.R. Donnelly & Sons
Jones, R. & Wyse, D. (2004) 
Creativity in the Primary Curriculum, David Fulton Publishers Ltd.
Lowenfeld, V. (1987)

Creative and Mental Growth. W. Lambert:  Brittain.
Meager, N. (2006)  

NSEAD - Creativity and Culture: Art Projects for Primary Schools 

Morgan, M. (1998)

Art 4 – 11: London, Blackwell.  

Robinson, K. (1990)

The Arts 5 – 16: A Curriculum Framework London, Longman. 

Sedgewick, D. & F. (1993) 
Drawing to Learn London, Hodder & Stoughton 

Tishman, S., & Palmer, P. (November, 2006). 

Artful thinking: Stronger thinking and learning through the power of art. Retrieved 19 July, 2010 from:  http://www.pz.harvard.edu/Research/ArtfulThinkingFinalReport.pdf
Tutor:
Wilma Eaton:
wilma.eaton@strath.ac.uk
Music and Wellbeing
Timetable:
Semester 1:
Friday mornings:  10.00 – 1.00 p.m.

(Dates:  11th and 25th October; (a Guided Study task on 18th October), and 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd November, 2013)
Rationale:

The ways in which children and young people learn through the Arts and ways in which the specific study of music can enrich the personal, cognitive and emotional development as well as the learning environment of the learner are embedded within the core Expressive Arts experiences of the B Ed (Honours) degree. This module affords students the opportunity to further explore these relationships in depth and to continue to make connections with their own learning in music and the enhanced capacity for learning that music offers within the Curriculum for Excellence framework. 

Additionally, wellbeing as a focus for teaching, is becoming more important in the lives of students and young people in schools as we aim to not only enrich the lives of children, but also their families and to ensure that they carry experiences and attitudes to learning into their adult lives. 
On completion of this module students will be expected to be able to:
· Explore the potential benefits of performing, listening to and composing music in the primary school curriculum;

· Plan and design activities which ensure that children can experience a sense of achievement, satisfaction and wellbeing through creating and performing music;

· Use music to explore issues and themes across the curriculum;

· Understand how to plan and devise music experiences for children in schools which allow for challenge and success (Scottish Government, 2008);

· Research, devise and perform vocal and instrumental repertoire appropriate to different stages of the primary curriculum;

· Explore the research literature on music and wellbeing, music and learning and to make a strong argument for learning through music.

Assessment:
Assessment will be by means of a collection of appropriate materials and examples of activities which demonstrate understanding of the key areas explored in the module. This may take the form of a physical portfolio, audio and/or data CD including PowerPoint and Adobe Acrobat files, web based materials or a Web Blog. 

Tutor:
Charlie Byrne:  c.g.byrne@strath.ac.uk
Exploring Children’s Books – Theory and Practice

Timetable:
Tuesday afternoons.

How much do you know about children’s books?

How much do you know about children as readers? 

When do they read, why do they read, what do they read? 

How do they progress as readers? 

This module has two strands: it will enable you to deepen your knowledge of books and it will help you understand more about children and their reading. Teaching will concentrate on enriching your knowledge of children’s literature. In seminars, you will learn about some of the best writing for children in recent years and learn how to analyse what it is that makes the best books interesting for children to read and good for their progress as readers.  Alongside this, you will follow the reading life of one successful child reader from October to Christmas, trying to understand for yourself what it is like to be a child reader, being open to and understanding of the enthusiasms of that reader and sharing your own ideas about what that child might read next. 

There will also be the opportunity for students to participate in an exciting research project on children’s literature in schools. 

On completion of the module you will:

· Be familiar with a range of key children’s texts

And be able to:
· Justify the use of children’s literature in the classroom;

· Explain the affordances of particular texts for the development of children as readers;

· Make informed choices in the selection of texts which match both the learning needs and reading dispositions of particular children;

· Describe some of the factors that motivate and sustain keen child readers. 

Assessment:

You will be asked to write an assignment than consists of two parts: 
· In depth reading profile of a child who is a keen reader (2,000 words);

· Identification and analysis of specific texts that will engage motivate and ensure progress in reading for that reader. (2,000 words). 

Tutor:
Vivienne Smith:  vivienne.smith@strath.ac.uk
Pretending to Learn: 
Drama and Story in the Primary Classroom
Timetable:
Semester 1:
Friday mornings
This module examines drama as a way of learning, a way of creating interesting, exiting and relevant contexts within which, and from which, children can learn.  Playing and pretending lie at the heart of all drama, from the imaginative play engaged in spontaneously by young children, to the heightened art form of Shakespearian theatre. Through reading and analysis, linked to a wide range of first-hand dramatic experiences in tutor-led, and, later, student-led workshops, this module will enable students to develop understanding of the role of drama and story in learning.  The principle of “action and reflection” is central to this module.  The students will be introduced to some of the principles and pedagogy of educational drama, developed by key practitioners in the field. In a series of workshops, they will experience, and begin to use, a wide range of dramatic conventions and teaching strategies. As the module progresses, this learning will be developed and deepened through further first-hand dramatic experiences in both tutor-led workshops and in student-led drama lessons with children in a local primary school. Experiences will be followed by the analysis of the pedagogy underpinning the key dramatic conventions that were used to bring the drama stories to life.  

Practical workshops held on the university campus; workshops held within a local primary school; independent study tasks using a range of ICT including web-based activities and digital technology.

On completion of the module, you will be able to:

· Identify and develop creative, fictional contexts for drama that will enhance the relationship between subject knowledge and curriculum content;

· Prepare and present a range of drama strategies which will engage, stimulate and challenge young people’s ideas and responses in the drama classroom;

· Justify the professional relevance of using story and drama to enable young people to engage and participate within fictional dramatic encounters which will enable them to discover meaning and resonance in their real lives;

· Identify appropriate literature and research, and use this to develop their understanding of the power, potency and relevance of drama as a learning medium;

· Reflect on the development of your own learning about the use of drama and story to encourage and provide meaningful engagement and learning.

Assessment:  
This will take the form of a personal, reflective essay in which you will review and analyse your learning as a result of participating in tutorial work and from observing, discussing and providing feedback to fellow students.

Tutor:  Marie Jeanne McNaughton:  m.j.mcnaughton@strath.ac.uk 

Learning and Teaching Science in the Primary School
Timetable:
Semester 1:
Friday mornings:   9.00 -12.00 noon 



(Dates: 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th October and 



1st, 8th and possibly 15th November)
This module will give students the confidence to address issues relating to science delivery in the upper primary school. 

Students will be better equipped to plan a series of lessons/activities from the Experiences and Outcomes of Curriculum for Excellence and to ally their additional knowledge to prepare and evaluate their teaching.
In addition the module explores the present difficulties in teaching science in the upper primary school. 
Teacher confidence, or lack of, in teaching certain aspects of physical science and the reasons leading to this are explored and time is also spent on children’s misconceptions in this area and how these can be addressed.

Assessment:  
Written assignment

Tutor:
Paul Chambers:  paul.chambers@strath.ac.uk 

